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Hierarchical Entitlement System with In- 
tegrated Inheritance and Limit Checks 

Abstract 

A hierarchical entitlement system with integrated inheritance and 
limit checks is described. In one embodiment, for example, a 
computer-implemented method is described for specifying and 
enforcing entitlements for performance of financial transactions, 
the method comprises steps of: providing a hierarchical entitle- 
ment structure with inheritance for specifying entitlements for 
performing financial transactions; receiving user input for defining 
a plurality of entitlement groups of the hierarchical entitlement 
structure, wherein each entitlement group has specified permis- 
sions to perform financial transactions, limits on performance of 
the financial transactions, and membership of each user; in re- 
sponse to a particular user request to perform a financial transac- 
tion at runtime, identifying the particular user's membership in a 
certain entitlement group; and determining whether to allow the 
particular user to perform the financial transaction based on per- 
missions and limits of the hierarchical entitlement structure appli- 
cable to the particular user's performance of the financial transac- 



tion. 



